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Sand Harbor Membership Class 

Part 1: The Why, What, Who, and How of Church Membership 

The Purpose of the Class: 
• to help you make an informed decision about joining SHPC. 

• to overview the why, what, who, and how of being a member of a local church. 
• to overview the distinctive beliefs, priorities, and practices of SHPC. 

I. The ‘Why’ of Church Membership 
A. Because we believe that it is biblical to have a process of formally identifying 

members of a local church. 
1. First, commitment to Christ necessarily leads to commitment to the body of 

Christ. (Eph 2:1-22) 
2. Second, commitment to a local church is implied by the biblical metaphors 

of the Church. 
a) A flock (Acts 20:28), A household (Eph 2:19), A family (Eph 3:15), A body 

(1 Cor 12), citizens of a kingdom (Eph 2:19), a Temple (Eph 2:21) imply a 
clearly defined committed group of believers. 

3. Third, commitment to a local church is implied by the biblical practice of 
keeping track of widows (1 Tim 5:9) 

4. Fourth, commitment to a local church is implied by the ability to evaluate 
and select certain people for leadership within the church (Titus 1:5-9) 

5. Fifth, commitment to a local church is implied by the practice of church 
discipline (Matt. 18:15-17; 1 Cor 5:1-5) 

6. Sixth, commitment to a local church is implied by the instructions to elders 
to lead and oversee a group of believers (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-2) 

7. Seventh, commitment to a local church is implied by the commands to 
believers to “meet together” for Corporate Worship (Heb 10:24-25) and 
“submit” to their elders (Heb 13:17). 

8. Eighth, commitment to a local church is implied by the obligation that 
believers have to care for one another (Gal 6:10). 

9. Ninth, commitment to a local church is implied by the warning that a “lone 
ranger is a dead ranger.” (Heb 3:12-13) 

II. The ‘What’ of Church Membership 
A. Defining Church Membership:  
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1. Church membership is a formal relationship between a church and a 

Christian whereby a church affirms and oversees a Christian’s discipleship 
and a Christian commits to being an active participant in the life and 
mission of the church. 

B. Breaking Down the Definition: 
1. Church membership is a dual-sided relationship 

a) One the one side, there is the responsibility of the leadership of a local 
church to “affirm and oversee a Christian’s discipleship.” 

b) On the other side, there is the responsibility of the member of a local 
church to “commit to being an active participant in the life and mission 
of the church.” 

C. The Responsibility of Local Church Leadership: 
1. To Affirm:  

a) The leadership of SHPC is charged with making sure that those who 
would become members truly understand the Gospel and have 
repented and embraced Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

2. To Oversee: 
a) The leadership of SHPC is charged with actively pursuing members 

conformity to Christ, by means of prayer, counsel, preaching, teaching, 
mentorship, service, modeling, confronting, etc… 

III. The ‘Who’ of Church Membership 
A. Who is a candidate for membership in a local church? The simple answer is 

someone who is a Christian. So what is a Christian? 
1. One who understands the Gospel 

a) perfect life,  
b) substitutionary death,  
c) and victorious resurrection of Christ over sin, Satan, and death. 

2. One who embraces the Gospel 
a) submits to the authority of God,  
b) repents of their sin,  
c) trusts in the work of Christ alone,  
d) and bears the fruit of the Spirit. 

IV. The ‘How’ of Church Membership 
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A. The Responsibility of a Local Church Member: 

1. An active participant in the life of the church  
2. An active participant in the mission of the church 

B. How is that responsibility characterized in the New Testament: 
1. First, a church member is one who strives to submit to the spiritual 

leadership of the church: 
a) Hebrews 13:17 gives this clear command to Christians: “Have 

confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they 
keep watch over you as those who must give an account. Do this so that 
their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to 
you.”  (cf. I Th 5:12-13) Among other things submission to leadership 
means honoring the direction of the mission of the church, praying for 
them, speaking graciously of them and being accountable to them. 

2. Second, a church member is one who strives to engage consistently in 
corporate worship: 
a) Hebrews 10:25 offers a cautioning reminder to believers that they 

should not forsake “meeting together, as is the habit of some.” In Acts 
2:42 this picture of the early church is painted as an exemplary model 
for us: “They [the believers] devoted themselves to the apostles teaching 
and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” As 
believers we ought to prioritize and devote ourselves to the corporate 
gathering of worship and see it as an essential aspect of our 
membership and discipleship in a local church. 

3. Third, a church member is one who strives to utilize their gifts for the 
building up of the local body: 
a) Membership in a local church is the opposite of a consumer mindset: 

“What do I get and what goods and services do they offer me?”  It is a 
servant mindset: “How can I use my gifts to advance the mission of the 
church and edify the body?” 1 Peter 4:10 clearly lays out this 
mindset: “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” The 
question of serving in a local church is never ‘if’ but ‘how’ and ‘where.’ 
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4. Fourth, a church member is one who strives to promote healthy relational 

unity within the church: 
a) One of the core concerns of Paul’s writing to the churches was a desire 

for unity, which is spelled out in Ephesians 4:1-3: “1Then, I urge you to 
live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2Be completely humble 
and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3Make every 
effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” All the 
relational qualities that Paul calls Christians to have in verse 2 are for the 
purpose of upholding and bolstering verse 3 - “unity.”  This component 
of church membership is the summation of all the “one-another” 
commands in the New Testament. 

5. Fifth, a church member is one who strives to mature and maintain an 
honorable witness to Christ: 
a) Believers, as part of the church, are called to be ambassadors for Christ 

(2 Co 5:20). We are called to represent Jesus to a watching world of 
unbelievers (I Pe 2:11-12). This is exactly what Jesus calls us to in 
Matthew 5:14-16: “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill 
cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 
house.  n the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may 
see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”  The body of 
believers is to act as a light pointing to The Light of the World.  One 
essential way we do this is by continually and increasingly conforming to 
the character of Christ (2 Pe 1:5-8; Tit 2:10). 

6. Sixth, a church member is one who strives to support the mission and 
ministry of the church financially: 
a) In order for some who are called to devote themselves full-time to 

ministering to the church family, there is a financial need that members 
are called to meet (Gal 6:6; 1 Ti 5:17-18; 1 Co 9:14). The example of the 
early church shows us that we ought to care for and meet the financial 
needs of those in our midst (Ac 4:32-35). If we are going to minister the 
Gospel to the world, especially to the unreached peoples of the world, 
then we will have to use the wealth He has given us to spread His 
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worship (Ps 67:1-3). As believers our understanding of the sacrificial 
love of the Savior should lead us to sacrificially support the mission and 
ministry of the church (2 Co 8:7-9). 

7. Seventh, a church member is one who strives to multiply themselves 
through making and maturing other disciples: 
a) At the end of His life Jesus was clear on the calling of all churches and 

the Christians who comprise them: “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  (Mt 
28:18-20). This isn’t a calling only for the “super spiritual” or “paid 
pastors,” it is for all who claim the name of Christ, because to be a 
disciple of Christ is to be a disciple-maker. 

C. How does one become a member of SHPC? 
1. Take the membership class 
2. Have an Interview with the Elders 
3. Get a letter of membership transfer approval, if you have membership at 

another church 
4. Take public vows before the congregation of SHPC 

a) Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in the sight of God, justly 
deserving his displeasure, and without hope, save in his sovereign 
mercy?  

b) Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Savior of 
sinners, and do you receive and rest upon him alone for salvation as he 
is offered in the gospel?  

c) Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of 
the Holy Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes the follower of 
Christ?  

d) Do you promise to support the church in its worship and work to the 
best of your ability?  

e) Do you submit yourself to the government and discipline of the church, 
and promise to study its purity and peace?  
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