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Sand Harbor Membership Class 

Part 2: The Priorities and Vision of SHPC 
I. A Brief Overview 

A. We strive to be a Gospel-Centered Church 
1. At the core of SHPC is the Gospel, which shapes, permeates, and drives all we do. 

B. We strive to be a God-Exalting Church 
1. This is the “upward” dimension of SHPC where we engage in the highest privilege of 

glorifying and enjoying our Triune God.  
C. We strive to be a Disciple-Maturing Church 

1. This is the “onward” dimension of SHPC where we strive in the power of the Spirit after 
ever-increasing conformity to Christ. 

D. We strive to be a Community-Loving Church 
1. This is the “inward” dimension of SHPC where we seek to live out the one-anothers 

within the context of our local church family. 
E. We strive to be a Missions-Engaging Church 

1. This is the “outward” dimension of SHPC where we look to spread the Gospel by 
demonstration and declaration to the world. 

II. A Major Clarification 
A. Underlying all this is the fact that the Word of God governs the Church of God. God rules his 

Church by His Word, we must listen to it, submit to it, and ground everything we do in it. 
Therefore, at the “core of the core” of SHPC is a striving to be a Bible-Based Church. 

III. How They Are Interrelated 
A. A Visual Representation 
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B. A Written Explanation 

1. The Gospel is the foundation of the Church. It is the only reason that the Church exists. 
Apart from the death of Christ to redeem sinners, there would be no need for redeemed 
sinners to gather as a Church. But because Christ has redeemed sinners there is a 
Church that we are a part of. In light of this redeeming work of Christ our first reaction is 
to go upward to God in worship for who he is and what he has graciously done for us in 
Christ. This then compels us to move onward in discipleship as we pursue greater 
conformity to our Savior Jesus Christ in all areas of life. Furthermore, the Gospel not only 
unites us to Christ, it also unites us to Christ’s family. The Gospel moves us inward to 
community with our brothers and sisters in the Lord. We need one-another and to be 
“one-anotherers” as we journey toward the celestial city, our heavenly home. Last but not 
least, the Gospel moves us outward to a world without Christ but in desperate need of 
Christ as we seek to be instruments for gathering other worshippers of God. 

IV. In Depth Look At Each One 
A. Gospel-Centered 

1. The Gospel properly orbits all we do as a church 
a) “I have a picture in my mind of the [centrality of the Gospel] like the sun at the center 

of the solar system of your life. The massive sun, 333,000 times the mass of the earth, 
holds all the planets in orbit, even little Pluto, 3.6 billion miles away. So it is with the 
[centrality of the Gospel] in your life. All the planets of your life—your sexuality and 
desires, your commitments and beliefs, your aspirations and dreams, your attitudes 
and convictions, your habits and disciplines, your solitude and relationships, your 
labor and leisure, your thinking and feeling—all the planets of your life are held in 
orbit by the greatness and gravity and blazing brightness of the supremacy of Jesus 
Christ at the center of your life. If he ceases to be the bright, blazing, satisfying beauty 
at the center of your life, the planets will fly into confusion, a hundred things will be 
out of control, and sooner or later they will crash into destruction.” (John Piper) 

2. The Gospel permeates all we do 
a) The Gospel will never be assumed or peripheral in our activities as a church. It should 

permeate our corporate worship and our everyday living. 
3. The Gospel motivates and shapes all we do 

a) The Gospel motivates and energizes us to be forgiven-forgivers: 
(1) The Gospel reminds us that we have sinned against God far more than we have 

been sinned against. Yet the Math doesn’t add up. Though our sins against God 
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are incalculable, His grace to us is all the more immeasurable. This is why Paul says 
in Ephesians 4:32 “forgive one another, as God in Christ forgave you.” Forgivers 
are made as we are reminded how much we are forgiven. When we preach to 
ourselves the compassionate love of Christ toward us, the callouses on our heart 
soften. When we soak up the kindnesses of God toward us and people prick us 
with their imperfections, we will bleed kindness rather than bitterness. 

b) The Gospel motivates and energizes us to be richly-generous: 
(1) The tighter we grasp the Gospel, the looser we will grip our money and earthly 

possessions. When Paul desires the Corinthians to be generous with what little 
they had, this is how he talks in 2 Cor 8:8-9:  “I say this not as a command, but to 
prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. For you know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.”  

(2) Listen to how one pastor commented on and applied this verse: “Jesus, the God-

Man, had infinite wealth, but if he had held on to it, we would have died in our 

spiritual poverty. That was the choice- if he stayed rich, we would die poor. If he 

died poor, we could become rich. Our sins would be forgiven, and we would be 

admitted into the family of God. Paul is not giving this church a mere ethical 

precept, exhorting them to stop loving money so much and become more 

generous. Rather, he [preached the Gospel to them]. This is what Paul was saying. 

Jesus gave up all his treasure in heaven, in order to make you his treasure. When 

you see him dying to make you his treasure, that will make him yours. Money will 

cease to be the currency of your security, and you’ll want to bless others with what 

you have. To the degree you grasp the Gospel [as you preach it to yourself], money 

will have no dominion over you. Think on his costly grace until it changes you into a 

generous person. The solution to stinginess is a reorientation to the generosity of 

Christ in the Gospel, how he poured out his wealth for you. Now you don’t have to 

worry about money-- the Cross proves God’s care for you and gives you the security 

you long for. Now you don’t have to envy anyone else’s money. Jesus’s love and 

salvation confers on you a remarkable status--one that money cannot give you. 

Money cannot save you from tragedy, or give you control in a chaotic world. Only 

God can do that.” (Tim Keller) 
B. God-Exalting (Upward in Worship) 

1. The Basics of Worship 
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a) Worship is a fundamental aspect of what it means to be created in God’s image. 

Worship is part of our design and purpose. All humans are always worshipping 
someone or something. Clearly, God is the only one worthy of our worship and the 
only one who truly satisfies worshippers. But sin has distorted and misdirected our 
worship so that it is directed at everything but God. As John Calvin has famously said, 
“the human heart is a factory of idols.” Yet through Christ we are rescued from our 
idols, reconciled to God, and are being renewed in the true worship of God. 

2. The Contexts of Worship 
a) All of Life Worship 

(1) In one sense everything we do everyday is an act of worship. As Romans 12:1 
says: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship.” This is also Paul’s point in 1 Corinthians 10:31: “So, whether you eat or 
drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”  

b) Corporate Worship 
(1) God’s people across all ages have gathered together to meet with God, this has 

always been a unique and special occasion to enter God’s presence as the author 
of Hebrews explains: “you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and 
to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge 
of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator 
of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the 
blood of Abel.” (Heb 12:22-24) 

c) Family Worship 
(1) A much neglected context of worship is that of the home and family. The Puritans 

fondly referred to the household as a “little church.” By this they meant that the 
singing, praying, and Bible that filled the Church on Sunday, should also fill the 
Christian home on Monday through Saturday. Listen to how Moses spoke of 
“family worship” in Deuteronomy 6:6-9: “And these words that I command you 
today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and 
shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and 
when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates.” 
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d) Private Worship 

(1) In addition to these other worship contexts, the Bible speaks of believers 
individually and privately worshipping the Lord as they meditate on His Word 
(Psalm 1) and commune with Him through prayer (Matt. 6:5-13). 

3. The Effect & Affect of Worship 
a) Satisfying 

(1) Worship is a biblical priority because it is the place where thirsty souls come 
before the All-Satisfying God who gives us living water. Consider how the 
Psalmists spoke about the privilege of worshipping God: 
(a) As the deer pants for the water brooks, So my soul pants for You, O God. My 

soul thirsts for God, for the living God; When shall I come and appear before 
God? (Psalm 42:1-2) 

(b) For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be 
a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 
(Psalm 84:10) 

(c) One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in 
the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and to inquire in his temple. (Psalm 27:4) 

(d) LORD, I love the house where you live, the place where your glory dwells. 
(Psalm 26:8) 

(e) Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire 
besides you. (Psalm 73:25) 

b) Shaping 
(1) Worship is no mere activity that we simply perform. Worship is also a formative, 

shaping activity. God works on us through our engagement in worship. When we 
come into his special presence, are addressed by Him through His Word, and 
address Him in song and prayer, God works in and through these things to shape 
us into His image. The biblical axiom is “we become what we worship.” 

c) Sending 
(1) Furthermore, worship is the fuel that sends us out to live all of life in worshipful 

obedience. Listen to how one author unpacks this, specifically as it relates to 
engagement in missions: 
(a) worship is also the fuel of missions. Passion for God in worship precedes the 

offer of God in preaching. You can't commend what you don't cherish. 
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Missionaries will never call out, "Let the nations be glad!" who cannot say from 
the heart, "I rejoice in the LORD.... I Will be glad and exult in you, I will sing 
praise to your name, O Most High" (Ps. 104:34; 9:2)…Where passion for God is 
weak, zeal for missions will be weak. Churches that are not centered on the 
exaltation of the majesty and beauty of God will scarcely kindle a fervent 
desire to "declare his glory among the nations" (Ps. 96:3).  2

C. Disciple-Maturing (Onward in Discipleship) 
1. The Goal of Discipleship 

a) Conformity to the Image of Christ 
(1) “my little children, for whom I am again in the anguish of childbirth until Christ is 

formed in you!” (Gal 4:19) 
(2) “Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that 

we may present everyone mature in Christ.” (Col 1:28) 
(3) “For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image 

of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.” (Rom 
8:29) 

2. The Marks of A Disciple 
a) The Fruits of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23) 

3. The Means of Discipleship 
a) The Word, Sacraments, and Prayer 

(1) As Stated in the Shorter Catechism: 
• WSC Q 88: What are the outward and ordinary means whereby Christ 

communicates (i.e. applies/imparts) to us the benefits of redemption? 
• A: The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicates to us the 

benefits of redemption, are his ordinances, especially the word, sacraments, 
and prayer; all which are made effectual to the elect for salvation. 

(2) “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the 
Father of lights” (Jam 1:17). This is no doubt as true of growth in grace as it is of 
everything else. It is the “gift of God.” But still it must always be kept in mind that 
God is pleased to work by means. God has ordained means as well as ends. He 
that would grow in grace must use the means of growth…I wish it to be distinctly 
understood that growth in grace is bound up with the use of means within the 

 John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad!: The Supremacy of God in Missions, 3rd ed. (Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker 2

Academic, 2010), 17-18.
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reach of all believers, and that, as a general rule, growing souls are what they are 
because they use these means.”  3

(3) “Fallen man receives all the blessings of salvation out of the eternal fountain of the 
grace of God, in virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ and through the operation of 
the Holy Spirit. While the Spirit can and does in some respects operate 
immediately on the soul of the sinner, He has seen fit to bind Himself largely to 
the use of certain means in the communication of divine grace…God has 
appointed [the Word, Prayer, and Sacraments] as the ordinary means through 
which He works His grace in the hearts of sinners, and their willful neglect can only 
result in spiritual loss.” (Louis Berkhof) 

D. Community-Loving (Inward in Community) 
1. The Necessity of Community 

a) The author of Hebrews lays out the necessity of community in Hebrews 3:12-14: 
“Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you 
to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another every day, as long as it is 
called “ today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we 
have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the 
end.” 
(1) Our Propensity to Sin (“unbelieving heart”) 
(2) The Reality of Apostasy (“leading you to fall away”) 
(3) The Deceitfulness of Sin (“hardened by the deceitfulness of sin”) 
(4) The Need to Persevere (“hold our original confidence firm to the end”) 

2. The Practice of Community  4

a) Unity. One third of the one-another commands deal with the unity of the church. 
(1) Be at peace with one another (Mk 9:50); Don’t grumble among one another (Jn 

6:43); Be of the same mind with one another (Ro 12:16, 15:5); Accept one another 
(Ro 15:7); Wait for one another before beginning the Lord’s Supper (1 Co 11:33); 
Don’t bite, devour, and consume one another (Ga 5:15); Don’t boastfully 
challenge or envy one another (Ga 5:26); Gently, patiently tolerate one another 
(Ep 4:2); Be kind, tender-hearted, and forgiving to one another (Ep 4:32); Bear 
with and forgive one another (Co 3:13); Seek good for one another, and don’t 

 J. C. Ryle, Holiness (Welwyn, Hertfordshire, England: Evangelical Press, 1999), 88.3

 This was adapted from: http://overviewbible.com/one-another-infographic/4
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repay evil for evil (1 Th 5:15); Don’t complain against one another (Jas 4:11, 5:9); 
Confess sins to one another (Jas 5:16) 

b) Love. One third of them instruct Christians to love one another. 
(1) Love one another (Jn 13:34, 15:12, 17; Ro 13:8; 1 Th 3:12, 4:9; 1 Pe 1:22; 1 Jn 

3:11, 4:7, 11; 2 Jn 5); Through love, serve one another (Ga 5:13); Tolerate one 
another in love (Ep 4:2); Greet one another with a kiss of love (1 Pe 5:14); Be 
devoted to one another in love (Ro 12:10) 

c) Humility. About 15% stress an attitude of humility and deference among believers. 
(1) Give preference to one another in honor (Ro 12:10); Regard one another as more 

important than yourselves (Php 2:3); Serve one another (Ga 5:13); Wash one 
another’s feet (Jn 13:14); Don’t be haughty: be of the same mind (Ro 12:16); Be 
subject to one another (Ep 5:21); Clothe yourselves in humility toward one 
another (1 Pe 5:5) 

d) Miscellaneous 
(1) Do not judge one another, and don’t put a stumbling block in a brother’s way (Ro 

14:13); Greet one another (Ro 16:16; 1 Co 16:20; 2 Co 13:12); Bear one another’s 
burdens (Ga 6:2); Speak truth to one another (Ep 4:25); Don’t lie to one another 
(Co 3:9); Comfort one another concerning the resurrection (1 Th 4:18); Encourage 
and build up one another (1 Th 5:11); Stimulate one another to love and good 
deeds (He 10:24); Pray for one another (Jas 5:16); Be hospitable to one another (1 
Pe 4:9) 

E. Missions-Engaging (Outward in Mission) 
1. This area of discipleship has two parts to it: demonstration and declaration of the 

Gospel.  
2. Demonstration: 

a) As Christians, one of our desires for pursuing Christlikeness should be the desire to 
show the world the transforming power of the Gospel. We must be careful to 
distinguish the fact that our changed lives do not give the Gospel its power; rather 
the power of the Gospel changes our lives.  And when the powerful Gospel changes 
our lives we should let that change be on display so unbelievers can get a picture of 
what Christ does in us. This display and demonstration will come as we reach out 
outside the Church and into the community. 

3. Declaration 
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a) Additionally, and most importantly, being engaged in Mission requires Gospel 

declaration.  Demonstration is important and helpful but it must be accompanied by 
declaration. This declaration of the Gospel from SHPC should extend to our 
neighbors and the nations. Yes, we are a ‘local’ church but we are a local church that 
wants to have a global impact. This is why in addition to wanting to mobilize people 
to reach out locally we also want to send and support global outreach. The Gospel is 
for people from every tribe, tongue, language, and nation. If we miss this area of 
discipleship, we will likely become an ingrown, self-focused church, which is so 
contrary to the Gospel we believe. This is why we need to constantly emphasize the 
mission of God and the unbelieving world’s need of the Gospel when we do 
whatever we do. The news is too precious and the need locally and globally is too 
great to consider missions engagement to be optional.
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